Abstract. Like freshwater pulmonate snails in general, mature Physa heterostropha pomilia (Say) are hermaphroditic but cannot reciprocally inseminate each other simultaneously. One member of a pair assumes the male role and the other the female, after which swapping may occur. The tendency for a pair of prospective copulants to elect the same sexual role was defined as gender conflict, and distinguished from sexual conflict, the more widely noted tendency for females to reject low-quality males. Experiments assessed whether previous reproductive history affected the likelihood of mating and the sexual role assumed and evaluated the strength of gender and sexual conflicts. Snails were selected from isofemale lines fixed for albinism at two complementary loci. Ten pairings were made involving all combinations of four categories of reproductive history: previously selfing virgin, not previously selfing virgin, previously selfing mated, and not previously selfing mated. Encounter times, evasive behaviours, and polarity of mating were recorded.
The tendency for males to be eager to mate, and for females to be more discriminating, has been a familiar observation since the days of Darwin. Bateman (1948) attributed this phenomenon to the intensity of sexual selection acting on males. Although his attention was primarily directed toward dioecious animals, Bateman recognized that sexual selection might also occur in simultaneously hermaphroditic plants. The theory, as generalized by Charnov (1979) , predicts conflict between simultaneous hermaphrodites vying to mate in the male role by virtue of the disparity in the energetic costs of eggs and sperm. The phenomenon of egg trading in such diverse groups as hermaphroditic sea basses (Axelrod & Hamilton 1981; Fischer & Peterson 1987) and polychaete worms (Sella 1985 (Sella , 1988 has been viewed as a mechanism to resolve this conflict. Leonard & Lukowiak (1984 , 1985 , 1991 suggested that sperm may be the currency of trade in the hermaphroditic sea slug Navanax. Leonard's (1990 Leonard's ( , 1991 game-theoretical model, the Hermaphrodite's Dilemma, predicted that mating in populations of hermaphrodites will in general be reciprocal, with mechanisms evolving to prevent cheating by specialization on the preferred sexual role. Based on the Prisoner's Dilemma game (Rapoport & Chammah 1965) , Leonard's model accords each player two options: to cooperate (offer to mate in both roles) or to defect (insist on preferred role).
We suggest, however, that in some circumstances at least one member of a pair of simultaneous hermaphrodites may elect a third option, 
